Open Source:
t’s in Our DNA

How Open Source Shaped Human History

The open source movement was founded on the belief that progress occurs through collaboration
and transparency. These are tenets that transcend technology. As humans, we’'ve been open source

since the beginning of our species—open source is in our DNA.

Open source didn’t start with Linux—access to the learnings and work of others has been sparking
innovation throughout the course of human history. Here are a few key dates when open source

principles changed the world.

4500 BC

First Cave Drawings

The earliest form of art and the first documentation
of open human expression, drawings allowed people
to exchange thoughts, knowledge and ideas.

530 BC

900 BC

Ancient Library of Alexandria

The invention of the library offered a central location
for individuals to share and find wisdom.

Smoke Signals

One of the oldest forms of long-distance
communication, smoke signals were used to
transmit news, signal danger or gather people
to a common area.

508 BC

30 BC-14 AD

The First Well-documented
Postal Service

Established in Rome, this service offered the
first regular, direct two-way flow of information
delivered in writing.

1844

First Democracy
Created in Athens, Greece

This political establishment advocated
for the application of collaborative
government and equality.

iy

First Telegraphed Message

The telegraph was the first example of
instantaneous communication of information
across long distances.

1972

1440 %

Invention of Printing

Widespread access to knowledge provided an
opportunity for individuals to create, share and
replicate messages in an easily accessible way.

Invention of Email

When Ray Tomlinson invented email, he
opened up a whole new world known as
electronic collaboration.

1953 1

Univac A-2

The release of the A-2 system allowed users to
provide the source code to send their
improvements back to UNIVAC, becoming the
first example of free and open source software.

1989

% 2015

Open Humans Network

This is an open network of publicly aggregated
data that can be used and re-used to build better
outcomes for the future of human health.

The First Version of the GPL

Created as part of the GNU project, GPL allows
people to run, share and openly modify
software under copyright-protected rights.

What'’s next for open source?

Embedded into the very fabric of humanity, the principles of open source will continue to guide
the way mankind approaches and solves its toughest challenges. Society will progress ever
further through collaboration, shared knowledge and technology—and open source will lead the

way into that future.
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